
 

 

 

Santa-Nav 
• Dad sends out drone across E20 to help Santa find his chimney-less 

home in East Village  

 
Doting East Village dad, Jonathan Silman has created a special reindeer guidance system to help 
Santa find his way to their chimney-less home in one of London’s newest neighbourhoods. 

Jonathan’s worried son Hamza, aged 8, feared that Santa would miss their new home in East Village, 
London. To reassure him Jonathan, aged 28, partnered with East Village and Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park and sent Santa a video to help guide him on Christmas Eve.  

Using the local Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park landmarks of the Olympic Stadium and the 
ArcelorMittal Orbit, the drone flew, from Santa’s point of view, over the E20 neighbourhood on the 
best sleigh route to find their East Village home this Christmas Eve. Jonathan even went to the 
trouble of attaching a red-nosed reindeer to the front of the drone. 

Now Blitzen, Vixen and Rudolph have no excuse not to come and deliver presents to East Village 
residents. 

Jonathan Silman said: “Hamza was really worried that Santa and his reindeers wouldn’t be able to 
find his way to East Village as it’s such a new neighbourhood. Nothing would put his fears at bay. 
Even after I put up a ‘Santa stop here’ sign, he asked me difficult questions like how will Santa find his 
way to our new home, especially as we haven’t lived here long. 

“He believes Santa uses chimneys as a guiding point to find the good children, this broke my heart so 
I decided to take matters into my own hands. I hope this video inspires children not only in East 
Village but also in new neighbourhoods up and down the country, especially those living in houses 
and flats which don’t have chimneys.” 

Neil Young, Chief Executive Officer at Get Living London, which owns and manages the rented 
homes at East Village said: “It’s great to see our residents putting E20 on the map. We were delighted 
to support Jonathan with getting flight permission to create this video, showing Santa doesn’t need a 
chimney to find us, and that he can find good children everywhere. At East Village, we put great 
emphasis on all our residents’ wellbeing and it was great to see a smile on Hamza’s face when his 
Dad showed him this video.” 

Please note, drone filming in East Village and Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park needs the express 
permission of Get Living London and the London Legacy Development Corporation. Thanks to both 
for supporting the making of this film. 

Please find the link to East Village’s Santa-Nav video here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Or3F0VQ3wbc&feature=youtu.be
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About East Village: 

• East Village is London’s newest neighbourhood and first Olympic legacy village on the 

doorstep of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park  

• Set in 67 acres of breath-taking parkland, East Village includes more than 25 acres of mature 

parklands, new parks and open space 

• Positioned next to the world-class sporting venues of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, East 

Village residents have easy access to a further 560 acres of parkland, waterways, and nature 

trails connected by paths for jogging, cycling and walking 

• One of the best connected neighbourhoods in London with Stratford International and 

Stratford Regional stations offering links to key locations such as the West End in 20 

minutes, St Pancras International in seven minutes (by High Speed 1), Canary Wharf in nine 

minutes and London airports within an hour 

• East Village is a thriving place for residents and visitors, offering a world-class education 

campus Chobham Academy for students aged 3-18, a state-of-the-art health centre and 30 

independent shops, restaurants, cafés and bars now opening 

• Homes at East Village are available through two landlords: 

• Get Living London - is the residential owner of East Village managing a variety of 
homes for private rent  

• Triathlon Homes - manage the affordable tenures at East Village, comprising social 

rent, intermediate rent and shared ownership 

• Visit eastvillagelondon.co.uk or call 020 3714 8080 to find out more 
 

• Twitter: @eastvillageLDN 
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