
 
 
 

 

 
THE ‘ARTY’ SEASON 

Former Athletes’ Village, East Village, welcomes trio of artworks to inspire 

locals in the run up to Christmas 

 

 
- Date: 30th November onwards 

- Time: All day 

- Location: Victory Park, Celebration Avenue, E20 

- Attractions include: ‘Frozen Trees’ installation, Nathan Coley’s ‘A Place Beyond Belief’ 

light installation and TFL’s Year of the Bus sculptures 

- Price: Free admission 

 
East Village, the former Athletes’ Village of the London 2012 Games has proved that its cultural 
assets go beyond just sport, by installing three eye-catching and impressive public art 
installations in the neighbourhood.  
 
In the lead up to the festive season, the community will welcome a forest of enchanting ‘Frozen 
Trees’ from Portuguese designers LIKE Architects, which will provide the perfect complement for 
two other artworks already at East Village – Nathan Coley’s large-scale light installation, ‘A Place 
Beyond Belief’ and two bus sculptures to celebrate TFL’s Year of the Bus. 
 
On Sunday 30th November the East Village community will be getting into the festive spirit as a 
forest of 14 giant ‘Frozen Trees’ is planted in the southern end of Victory Park. Portuguese 
designers, LIKE Architects have used 1,296 reusable and recyclable IKEA plastic bag dispensers 
to create the art installation, making a creative argument for the importance of multi-purposing. 
The trees will be illuminated each day into the late evening and will light up the neighbourhood 
on dark and wintry nights. 
 
Antonio Pedro Araújo from LIKE Architects commented: “The Frozen Trees Christmas lighting 
installation is slightly unusual in that it has been built using plastic bag dispensers. By bringing 
these domestic objects into the urban scale we’re encouraging creativity and demonstrating the 
multi-functionality of everyday objects. By putting a twist on the usual invisibility of Christmas 
lights during the day, this artwork hopes to delight and inspire East Village residents and 
visitors.” 
 
Neil Young, CEO of Get Living London added: “It’s great to be able to welcome this unique 
Christmas installation to East Village for the festive period. The Frozen Trees will be a cheerful 
and charming addition to the neighbourhood, even on the wintriest of days.” 
 
The artwork is joining two other impressive pieces at East Village: Nathan Coley’s ‘A Place 
Beyond Belief’ and two elaborate bus sculptures that have been created for TFL’s Year of the Bus 
sculpture trail across London. The first is a large-scale sculpture illuminating the testimony of a 



young woman made in New York in the wake of 9/11. This will be present at East Village until 
March 2015, allowing residents and visitors alike to be inspired and touched by its moving 
message.  
 
The two bus sculptures are part of a London-wide bus trail, 11 of which are in Queen Elizabeth 
Park. The public can follow the route on foot, giving visitors a chance to enjoy the wealth of open 
space and greenery in the area. The buses also serve as a reminder of the fantastic transport links 
at East Village. 
 
The arrival of the three artworks is part of an ongoing programme at East Village to bring 
accessible artworks into the neighbourhood for locals to enjoy. These temporary installations are 
beneficial both for the community, by celebrating the distinctive character of East Village, and 
also for the artists, by giving them the opportunity to bring their work to new audiences.  
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Notes to Editors:  

 

For more information please contact eastvillage@wcommunications.co.uk or call on 07718 986 

508  

 

About East Village: 

 East Village is London’s newest neighbourhood and first Olympic legacy village on the 

doorstep of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park  

 Set in 27 hectares of breathtaking parkland, East Village includes more than 10 hectares 

of mature parklands, new parks and open space 

 Positioned next to the world-class sporting venues of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 

East Village residents have easy access to a further 285 hectares of parkland, 

waterways, and nature trails connected by paths for jogging cycling and walking 

 One of the best connected neighbourhoods in London with Stratford International and 

Stratford Regional stations offering links to key locations such as the West End in 20 

minutes, St Pancras International in 6 minutes (by High Speed 1), Canary Wharf in 12 

minutes and London airports within an hour 

 East Village is a thriving place for residents and visitors, offering a world-class education 

campus Chobham Academy for students aged 3-18, a state-of-the-art health centre and 

plans for an eclectic mix of 30 shops, restaurants, cafés and bars 

 Homes at East Village are available through two landlords: 

o Get Living London - is the residential owner of East Village managing a variety of 
homes for private rent  

o  Triathlon Homes - who offer homes to rent and buy below market rates to 

Londoners on average incomes. 

 Visit eastvillagelondon.co.uk to find out more 
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